Isha L'Isha – Haifa Feminist Center 
Coalition of Women for Peace
The Third Alternative Conference to the Herzliya Conference

For the third year, “Isha L’Isha: Haifa Feminist Center” and the “Coalition of Women for Peace” are holding an alternative Conference entitled:
Security – For Whom?
"Security and Information Withholding Policies"
Tuesday, January 22, 2008, 16.00-20.30

Cinematheque, Haifa, 142 Hanasee Blvd.

This conference will be held in parallel with the Herzliya Conference, which provides a platform for political and military leaders to exchange knowledge and ideas which shape the national priorities in Israel. 
The Alternative Conference this year will look at the damage of the establishment’s policy of withholding, controlling and concealing information by "specialists," particularly information on "national security." Critical information is also concealed or manipulated in the spheres of health, environment, urban planning, state budgets, human rights and women's rights. While this limited access to information is excused many times in the name of protecting the public, in effect it excludes the public from participation in the decision making and the ability to struggle for change.

This year we will question the nature of the "specialists" and the interests underlying this policy. We will also discuss ways to change this policy.

15:30 – 16:30 "The Art of Concealment" / Cinemateque Plaza
· Street theatre - "Al'Sharaa" students theatre dealing with secrecy policies and freedom of speech in universities
· Art installation and activities
16:30
Conference Opening

Moderator: Tali Lipkin-Shachak, Journalist
Opening Lecture
Whose Information Is It? Between "specialists," interests and the public - Dr. Yifat Biton, "Tmura" Legal Action Center
First Panel: The Public's Right to Know?
Planning policies and military facilities: the struggle against a military base on Haifa beach - A speaker from The Association for the Protection of Nature in Israel
Through the eyes of the media: from Oslo agreements to Annapolis - Dr. Meri Totry, Head of the Citizenship Department, Oranim College.
Media investigations as information agents between institutions and citizens - Linoy Bar Gefen, Journalist, Channel 10
Second Panel: The Visible and the Concealed in Legislation and Policy
What is concealed in the "Hesderim" Law? - MK  Orit Noked, Labour Party, Member of the Finance Committee of the Knesset
Trade or donation: the new bill for ova retrieval - Yali Hashash, Fertility Researcher
The invisible face of Al'Quds/Jerusalem - Lubna Masarwa, Feminist Activist, Community Action Center, Al'Quds University
For more information and registration for transportation from Tel Aviv (14:30 from Arlozorov Train Station, El Al terminal), from the North and South: Yardena Shaul, 050-3021591 
[ dotanshaul@bezeqint.net ]
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This conference is produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. It is part of the project "Promoting Peace by Reframing 'Security' as 'Human Security' implemented by the Coalition of Women for Peace.  The views expressed in this conference are the sole responsibility of the Coalition of Women for Peace and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.






