Haifa, May1, 2008

Shalom,

We are very happy that you are considering Haifa for your city of residence in Israel; we will try to answer your questions and to supply you with concrete information.  We have people who can help you with most of your relevant needs: 
  Pertinent Websites: the Municipality website is being rebuilt and will not be available for a few weeks.  Meanwhile, you may find the following site helpful:   www.Haifa-Israel.info
  Rent an Apartment: We have a team of English-speaking volunteers who can help you with your search.  Please supply us with information about your budget, the size of the apartment requested and the neighborhoods you prefer.  You may also wish to contact real estate agents like Anglo-Saxon Real Estate, (Margot Kalakuda –telephone 8381296) or Daniel Real Estate, or others. They have English-speaking agents and most have a website.  We recommend that you visit the town and neighborhoods before making a final decision.  If you let us known when you are coming, we can help you plan your visit.
  Employment: Please send us your resume and we will send it to companies with job opportunities.  You can also get help from the Aliya Job Center - through the Jewish Agency shlihim (emissaries) and from the Employment Center in Haifa: Anat Sachartov  anat.klita@atid.org.il. 
  Ulpan (Hebrew Language Instruction): The Ulpan is intended for olim from all countries and the Haifa Ulpan is considered to be a very good one. It offers several levels of study. For more information: orlyz@jafi.org  

A summer ulpan (July- August) for people from all countries is organized every year by Haifa University.  For more information: tvital@univ.haifa.ac.il
  Social and Religious Life: Where do English-speakers socialize?
For the religiously affiliated, social contacts are often synagogue-based and Haifa has many Orthodox congregations as well as a Conservative and a Reform congregation.  For those without religious affiliation there are many voluntary organizations, some with English-speaking groups as well as community centers and a vibrant café scene.
  Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliya Organization / Jewish Agency: NBN, although based in Jerusalem, is active in Haifa and has a representative responsible for Haifa.  The J.A. has an Information Center; director, Orly Zukerman orlyz@jafi.org.  She will help you with aliya–related issues.
   Education: Parents requesting information about educational opportunities for their children, please contact  Ilana Truk:  ilanat@haifa.muni.il
  Academic Studies: 
Technion- Israel Institute of Technology:   admiss@tx.technion.ac.il 
University of Haifa: akornblau@univ.haifa.ac.il    
Would you like contact with English-speaking Haifa residents?  If so, we will send your mail to one of our volunteers and they will be in direct contact with you. 

I look forward to welcoming you to Haifa. 
Best wishes for a successful aliya,

Yoline Goldberg
Director of Social Programs

Haifa Municipality

972-4-8356906 

