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Report: Anti-Semitic incidents on the rise
By MATTHEW WAGNER
I
slamic extremism continued to fuel anti-Semitic incidents in 2006 both in sheer numbers and in severity, according to a report released Sunday by the Global Forum Against Anti-Semitism to mark International Holocaust Day. 

In France, Russia, Austria, Germany and Scandinavia there were sharp rises in anti Semitic incidents while in Britain the number of incidents remained steady at 312. 

Chairman of the Jewish Agency Task Force Against Anti-Semitism, Amos Hermon, told reporters at a press conference in Jerusalem that the data was preliminary and not exhaustive, since many incidents were still being investigated to determine whether they were motivated by anti-Semitism. 

France, which has Europe's largest Muslim community at about six million, led the world with the highest number of anti-Semitic incidents. There were 360 incidents of violence, property damage, desecration of sites, invective inscriptions or propaganda leveled against France's Jews in 2006, a 20 percent rise compared to 2005. 

Bagneux, Paris was the scene of one of two anti-Semitic murders recorded by the forum. In January 2006 Ilan Halimi was kidnapped, tortured for three weeks and left to die by a group of African Muslims calling themselves the Barbarians. According to reports in the media, including The New York Times, residents of the predominantly Muslim Parisian neighborhood knew of the kidnapping and torture, but did not notify the police. Halimi will be reinterred in Israel on February 9. 

The other anti-Semitic murder reported by the forum was the July 2006 shooting of Pamela Waechter in Seattle's Jewish Federation Building. 

The Forum, which represents the Jewish Agency, the World Zionist Organization and the Foreign Ministry, pointed out that the second war in Lebanon sparked anti-Semitic outbursts, especially in countries with large Muslim and Arab populations. 

"The Kafr Kana incident marked a peak in anti-Semitic outbursts," said Hermon, referring to the IDF bombing of a residential building which housed missile launchers aimed at Israeli civilian populations. These launchers were purposely positioned by Hizbullah among Lebanese civilians to maximize collateral damage. 

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, Chairman of the Jewish Agency Ze'ev Bielski, Chairman of the Jewish Agency Task Force Against Anti-Semitism Amos Hermon, and Shlomo Molla who holds the anti-Semitism portfolio in the World Zionist Organization presented the findings at a press conference at the Jewish Agency Sunday. 

2006 was also a year of the proliferation of Holocaust denial. Iran hosted an anti-Semitic caricature competition in August, as well as a conference devoted to examining the veracity of the Holocaust. 

Meanwhile, in December Egypt hosted a Holocaust denial convention. 

The forum said that anti-Semitic propaganda was used vigorously by Iran, Syria, Egypt and Lebanon to incite against Jews. The Palestinian Authority was also guilty of fostering hatred of Jews through its media, educational system and sermons in area mosques. 

"Muslim populations are growing in Europe and so is anti-Semitism," said Bielski, who refrained from vocalizing a negative forecast for the future of European Jewry. 

Livni said that the State of Israel had an obligation to protect Jewish communities throughout the world. 

"State leaders must reach the realization that expressions of anti-Semitism may be directed at small groups, but the phenomenon endangers the very foundations of European society," said Livni.
However, anti-Semitism was not a strictly Muslim phenomenon, according to the forum, but was also a feature of the extreme Left. Hugo Chavez, Venezuela's president since 1998, "creates an anti-Semitic environment" by speaking out severely against Israel. 

The Congress of South African Trade Unions and the National Association of Teachers in Further and Higher Education, Britain's largest lecturers' union have both accused Israel of adopting policies of apartheid against Palestinians. 

On the extreme Right, anti-Semitism is on the rise due in part to the xenophobic backlash against the growing Muslim communities in Europe, said the forum. 

In the Russian and Ukraine cities of Rostov, Kiev, and Krach there were outbursts of violence and attempted murders. Additional data includes a 20% rise in anti-Semitic incidents in Russia to 300 incidents, a 66% rise in Austria to 83 and a 50% rise in Scandinavia to 53. 
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	Last year saw a substantial rise in the number of anti-Semitic incidents in Germany, Austria and the Scandinavian countries, according to the Global Forum Against Anti-Semitism. 

In an annual press conference, the forum explained that 2006 was characterized by escalation in the number and violent nature of attacks on Jews, proliferation of Holocaust denial and increased comparison of Israel to the Nazi regime.

The Global Forum - a joint effort of the Jewish Agency, the Foreign Ministry and the Prime Minister's Office - counted 360 anti-Semitic incidents in France in 2006, compared to 300 in 2005. In the United Kingdom, the report listed a yearly decrease from 321 incidents in 2005 to 312 incidents in 2006. Russia recorded 300 incidents in 2006 compared to 250 the preceding year, and Austria saw a jump from 50 incidents to 83 last year. The Scandinavian countries saw 53 incidents in 2006, substantially more than the previous year's 35. The report cited a 60-percent rise in incidents in the Berlin area, although it did not include figures for all of Germany.
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Spokesmen for the forum emphasized on Sunday the many difficulties in classifying and reporting anti-Semitic incidents that affect the accuracy of the figures, which are primarily valuable as indicators of trends in the countries examined.

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said on Sunday that national leaders abroad must understand that anti-Semitism is first and foremost their own problem. 

Jewish Agency chair Zeev Bielski commented that, "Anti-Semitic phenomena in Europe are very grave and countries like France and England are struggling to handle them."

January 2006 brought the shocking murder of French Jew Ilan Halimi. Bielski said Halimi's mother has recently decided to bring her son's remains to Israel for interment on the first anniversary of his death, next Friday in Jerusalem.

"There is no doubt the recent Lebanon war and the Qana incident led to the most severe incidents in the past decade," said Jewish Agency official Amos Hermon. 

The gravest incident related to the war was the shooting at the Jewish Federation Building in Seattle, Washington last July, when staffer Pamela Waechter was killed and three other people were critically wounded.

The war engendered a wave of criticism in which Israel's deeds were compared to those of Nazi Germany. Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez claimed last August that Israeli aggression in Lebanon was "reminiscent of Hitler's fascist manner."

Montreal Mayor Stefane Gendron said in August that "Israelis are modern-day Nazis." 

An editorial cartoon in a Norwegian newspaper showed Prime Minister Ehud Olmert as the sadistic SS officer depicted in the movie "Schindler's List." Hermon noted that Norwegian author Jostein Gaarder included elements of historical Christian anti-Semitism in his book "God's Chosen People," including statements such as, "Don't worry, Israel will go to exile again," and, "We laugh at the idea that God chose one people ... gave them stupid stone tablets and a license to kill."

Other serious incidents in 2006 included the stabbing of synagogue-goers at the Chabad Center in Moscow in January. In a September shooting attack on an Oslo synagogue, no one was injured. The attackers were Islamic extremists who were aided by the extreme right; they had also planned to kidnap the Israeli ambassador, Miriam Shomrat. 

Various reports were published in European nations during the year revealing the scope and severity of anti-Semitism. A British parliamentary commission determined that Islamists and the radical left were responsible for increased anti-Semitism in the country. Research published in Germany indicated widespread use of anti-Semitic expressions in schools, primarily by Muslim students. Research in the Ukraine found that about a third of the country's citizens had negative opinions of Jews.
	


