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Etchings and Monotypes

Avraham Eilat

This show is a joint venture of two different
technical approaches and printmaking societies
joined together in one exhibition: The NY Society
of Etchers and the Monotype Society of NY. The
show is coming to Pyramida after being shown
at the National Arts Club in NY where it was well
received.

The contact with Pyramida was established by
NY artist and lecturer Bruce Waldman, one of the
director's of the Monotype Society of New York
and the New York Society of Etchers, who is an
etcher as well as a monotype artist.

His impressive work was presented in Pyramida
in 2007 in a solo exhibition, and later on, in
2009, he curated for Pyramida the exhibition
Views from the Shadows, showing prints of six
American printmakers. The exhibition was highly
appreciated, and therefore moved on to the well
known Jerusalem Print Workshop.

The subject matter of the show is the rich world
of print making. It brings together a wide variety of
technigues and points of view demonstrated by
the works of the many artists participating. It is a
rare opportunity for both art lovers and print making
enthusiasts to be exposed to high quality works.

The History of printmaking goes back to the
15th century. Since then, through numerous
generations, many important artists expanded
the range of their expression using and enriching
the medium. Names such as Durer, Rembrandt,
Goya, and much later Picasso are only a few of
the many artists to demonstrate the importance of
printmaking and it's role in the history of art.
Etching and engraving are both intaglio methods.
The artist scratches, etches or engraves the image
into a metal plate, fills the etched areas with ink,
and then transfers the image onto damp piece
of paper by running it through an etching press.
There are various different techniques that are
used to create intaglio prints, however, basically
we refer to two main methods: in the first one the
engraved areas are made directly into the metal
plate with various tools and aids, while in the other
the artist uses acids to bite the surface and create
the image. Since the image has to be translated
onto the plate in a technical, and sometimes long
and complicated process, the artist must carefully
plan his steps, which means that it is difficult to be
spontaneous. In spite of all that, the appearance
of an original print is unique and can't be achieved
in any other way. The prints are hand printed in
limited and numbered editions, and every single
one of them is considered an original work of art.

A monotype is a single impression, produced by
covering a sheet of plexiglass or metal with ink,
working upon it to create some kind of image, and
then covering it with a sheet of paper. The image is
usually transferred from the plexiglass to the paper
either by hand pressure or by running it through an
etching press. The resultis a unigue print, and only
one copy can be created. This method is direct
and spontaneous, and usually demands a good
drawing ability and self confidence.

We are proud to host this special exhibition in
Pyramida. We would like to thank all the artists
who kindly lent their works for the show. We owe
Special thanks to the artists Stephen Fredericks
(Founder of the New York Society of Etchers), and
Bruce Waldman. Without their enthusiasm and
hard work all this would not have happened.

New York+/ Shirley Meshulam

The etchings exhibition from New York presents
fifty five etching and monotype prints of the very
finest quality. Most of these works were created by
American artists, a number of whom live and work
in New York City. The art works for this exhibition,
selected by Samantha Rippner, Associate Curator
at the Drawings and Prints Department of the New
York Metropolitan Museum of Art, were collected
via an open call for entries.

Rather than displaying a single unifying theme, this
exhibition is characterized by an eclectic choice
of subjects. Careful observation suggests that
the artistic inspiration for these works is rooted
in modemist styles such as realism, surrealism,
expressionism, photo-realism and abstract art.
The artists” approach to the specific substrates and
materials they use reveals a variety of techniques
as well as a personal touch. Painterly works, richly
colored with multi-layered textures that produce a
expressive and powerful experience can be found
next to works that are monochromatic, linear, and
emotionally reserved, suggestive of sketches,
graphic art or photographs.

The issues that concern these New York artists
seep into various aspects of their works. The
human concem can be seen in portraits, whether
of solitary figures, groups or street scenes; the
subject of the environment is at the forefront
in their depiction of urban spaces, landscapes
and animals; the fantastic ream of dreams and
imaginings also forms part of their reality. These
artists deal with questions of concrete and spiritual
existence, occasionally imbuing their images with
a critical message as an articulation of personal
meaning.
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